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A BONUS 
FOR BILL 

By Justin Dewey Triem 



f^LARINO down upon the 
ledge wfcm the trail 
cane out of the ravtae. BUI 
Whitestooe fell incrr mount- 
ing withm ham at be swtcbec 
eld Che* Everett carefully 
netting the traps. 

BB1 kscw Ofe« EvercR was 
■ftcr the bonus wbseh the 
ranchers in the surroundmg 
country had pot up for the 
death of the fri-rrly killer. At 
f/CBnt needed the money' He 
»■» «** of the wealthiest 
raacher* ia that territory, with 
an* of the largest Socks of 
«Wp. 

CaISa( Sheet, the black 
and brown abepberd te heel. 
B01 Wbiicatanc tacked the 
-300 Savage under hat am aad 
■sack ha way into the ravine 
aod ap The far aide to the 
ledge oa wharfs CGat Everett 
aw* at work. Chat twmted ha 
weather-beaten face to squint 
at the n ewc om er . 

"Ob." Cha* snapped/ "It's 
TOO. Dealt -v. me you're hop- 
aaj to bag the kOJ„< If y<xi - 
•real carrfol four old mas t 
Skctj to be out the only helper 
he cac alford 

Anger b oded anew kandu 
MOrnfooVe afterihe bcawa." 
h* accused angrily. At • you 
aaed fc — - 

"TCeepthat aaart rarr from 
herei" Clint interrupted 
■Wpfy. -rW warned you be- 
fare abooZ/ trrsraawaag. Oct 
■■"•T aod - atoj away! Thta 



killer 'a smart. Bat not apart 
enough to fool aar I'm rotng 
to catch bins aad roEert the 



BUL BtQ feat hia I 

wg the rate igaimt hai ahfe. 
He'd never Ttmaxttf aaj m 
could be ao orarry-bgBt aad 
aaeaa aa Out Everett. Eape- 
eutfly when be knew darned 
well others could use the 
money better tike BuTa dad. 

Ball Wbiteataae atrode away 
dowo the trass. Hai eyes were 



»oWt ia the underbrush aad 
Ball paused for breath. 

Ctaat Eeerea awa I t 
them out. BUI bad brca born 
here, loved the dear air aad 
■meD, of the huai and vaBevs. 
He'd never go snai 

But hut night Dad had aaaf 
he couldn't arc ha way dear 

stick k out through the 
winter. 

Now Bui knew he nan* cor- 
ner the huge bear that had 
b**" rakhaai use Mock, fan 
ham aad collect the maney. It 
was already a aarebtr sua. 
for .the ananas had descended 
unexpectedly aad frequently 
«P«o the hrfplcsa sheep, had 
kiBed aad injured many of 
them until the owners were 
frantic. The bonus had grown 
tB aaar k would be ample 
enough to see Bffl aad hat 



father through the 



But winning that n 
dangerous to my the leant. Ball 
brushed brow* hair away 
from ■ freckled face, peered 
unensuy into the gloom of the 
forest. How would he react V 
he found himath* face to face 
with the' killer? Would ataa* 
f ear rob him of the power of 
action, make ham easy pre* 
for the blood-mad killer? BO) 
tightened bit banned hand 
■son the rifle, turned toward 

At supper that night Mr. 
Wbatettone aasd. "You star 
out of the baOs alone. I told 
>ou before. You're just a kid. 
Nobody will ever catch that 
critter, anyhow.' 

"Clint Everett is setting 

traps ~ 

"Never mind Clint Everett," 



trimly. "You stay 

There's enough you can da 
here to help mcr 

||ILL "WHITEST-ONE 
went to bed early that 

«*Cbt He fefl asleep, but far 
•*«€ ae new knew. When 

ae awoke k was patch black 



fear. He started up 

Out in the pasture the abeep 
•ere erywgi 

BUI leaped out of bed aad 
"to has jraan. He snatched 
the Savage from the corner 



and tumbled out through the 
houac mto the night- He raced 
for war d, ha brrath cramping 
ha knags. He beard Sheet 
barking ncrtcdly in the dark - 

The crying of thr ewes came 
to Bui plaintive and afraid 
Ag • - Skret'i h a rtan g, ■• ' : 
and aaniatant BUI phased 
toward Che aaaad. hvtL aig a 
■hen tato thr chamber of the 
rhV. He knew what •.», hap- 
pening The taller m raiding 
the flock! 

Off in the dark a rifle 
smashed- Bill Whtteetone 
■topped abort. Ha lungs »<r< 
aflame Agam there was the 
smash of a abet. Dads voice 
cane. out of the dark. 

"Skeet! Sheet! Here— over 



Once more the roar of a rifle. 
Bin raced forward. He aaw hi* 
father, aaw the rifle at hit 

i tie prrr ;T*.t T^e 



Too later Dad cried, baa 
voice hoarw with anawt y. "I 
aaw htm. He got awajrf 

They turned back i - ' 
Skeet walked off around the 
cnilbraj •beep. "Thai w the fin- 
ish " Dad aaal "Get there over 
to the sheds, while I are what 
damage baa bees doner 

By moraine Bill knew 
they'd naTered a heavy loaa ta 
kQIed and aa jufd Old'i face 

beeakfaat. Dayfalht waa Slter- 



awnre of bai awroundangs- 
SkactJ noaed abend of boa 
onto the brow of a kaoU over- 
lookmg the dtataa* bans and 

volleys. 

Hungrily BuTt eyes took in 
the eriap rnoraaac of the world 
■wakening before him. A red* 
tad hawk aptraled barb tn the 
aky. its ecne wbaeic coming 
down aoftly through the thai 



Mvagety at' the 



Dad aajd. might a* well 
aril out We"re— bn««hed , ~ " 

But B;!I atubbornly refused 
to give up hope. Later that 

lenriy through the gold-brown 
of the fan hntn. an i 
pane bs baa heart. The ruaOe 
of the wutd in the fir aad paw. 
the lonesome whnt> of com! 
went unnoocrd at be narked 
draper info the f arret For a 
tan* he a 



Sanftty BUI krrered a shell 
into the chamber of the nfle. 
He waa at atendy aa rock. He 
mow aave Gmt Everett. He 
; kin the p-LrxJy. 



BUT* glance faltered and 
■topped- Below hrm and to the 
wcvbhc^crxad are the led** 
where Chat Everett bad bza 
amine of traps. And aa he 
looked dona) upon it now. 
Biffa smarting eyes widened 
with surprise, chanced to 

The Wdg* *•> bathed in 
■harp> nanJight Chat Everett 
was there. He wetned to have 
crawled oner the Op of the 
- i- and waa banging head- 
down against the face of the 
atone. AA that prevented bun 
from crashing to his death m 
the ra v ine below wai the trap- 
chain and drag. Above him oe 
the Wd«e a huge black animal 
waa rolling on the ground, 
tw ia t m g omrty. . . . 

Understanding t 
with a rush. Cunt Everett had 
tr apped the gririry taller Aad 



baa Chat himself had fatten 
into a trap, aad aaw now dan- 
ghng by that trap over the 
ledge of the cliff. 

A arcoad later BUI White- 
atone wan racing down the 
trail into the ravine. Bp the 
other vale. Ha fangs felt aa a* 

The huge taller waa before 
him at the far end of the ledge. 
Skeet raged f u rio us ly at the 



Suddenly ha paw tore free. 

Unfettered, be worried. Ob- 
• .- black eye* aaw B3L 
Now he waa coming m, a black 
avalanche of death and de- 
nt n atrina. The raV waa at 
BUT* ahoulder. the nghti pos- 
the on-ruth^ig animal 
The huge creature pauntd and 
reared, towering m the * ' 
blotting out the iky. 

Bui prevaed the trigger. The 
amaah of the rifle, the jolt of 
ita recod a&nmmed tan niieid 
into gear. Fear ruabed at ban 
aa be levered another shell, 
fired again. The animal tow- 
ered over him. Frantically BiU 
levered the rme. fire d . 

The taller tottered. Ha bead 
atarted to amk hu enormous 
body began to fnO. Swiftly 
BtU leaped aside as the grinry 
crashed to thr earth, twitched 
violently, then lay abB. 

IT WAS COOL in Clint 
Everett's ranch house BJ1 
Wbitrstone looked ennoudy 
i at Clint ns he turned hta 
weatberbeaten face. The gran- 
neni sapped away bef ore an 

Clint anal "You're 
and gripped Bui ■ hand . " Lots 
of people would have gotten 
rattled tha raortuag but not 
yow. If I badnt been a fool . . . 
got over-confident. I shot chat 
devil bat he faked. When I 
gag near has he oe r.t for me. 
1 stepped mto one of the other 
traps, fen over the cliff. I'd be 
hanging there still if yon 
hadn't naved my hide.'* Chat 
heartated. eaaed his body ia 
bed with a wry grimace. He 



tp-juusg thrtwgh the m.-T la- 
atantjy the hage animal 



III be 

laid op a while. Sheet, too-** 
"Tat doctor aays youll 
"both be okay." 

Clint nodded agreement 
with a grin. ~m get around 
later on. Your dad aad I are 
_ an be partanra, BOL 
He*n ten you about tt htm- 
arif," Chat bewtatad. thea 
added gently. "The bonaa 
goes to you, young feOow. 
Everyone appreciates wtiat 
you've done. Even . . . me T 
The End 
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